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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from February 2009 – April 2009 
 

 
1. Thetford Exhibition and events 

 
As part of the Ancient House’s ‘Growing Communities’ Project, (see separate 
report and publication) the Museum has staged an exhibition and associated 
programme of events.  The exhibition has succeeded in involving people in  
discussing future plans whilst learning from what happened in the1960s. Talks 
by David Osborne and John Kitson gave a flavour of the Thetford’s town 
expansion scheme and Schools have been involved in workshops with planners 
as part of the Moving Thetford Forward consultation.   The exhibition runs until 
23rd May.  
 

2. 

 

 

Museum Events 
 
The Museum continues to host a wide 
range of events for a number of 
different audiences.   
 
For example, we worked with the 
Thetford Concert Club to provide a 
musical evening at the Ancient House 
in April.   
 
This included a recital by harpist Mary 
Barclay, a music student at Oxford 
University. 
 

 

 

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Glenis Wright on tel 01603 403621 or minicom  
01603 223883 and we will do our best to help. 



3.  
Children’s clubs 
The Museum operates two clubs for children – an after schools club on 
Wednesdays as part of the town’s extended schools provision, and a monthly 
Museum Club.  Recently both groups went on a visit to our partners at 
Colchester Museums and enjoyed going to Colchester Castle Museum. 
 

 

4. ‘Real Dad’s Army’ event for schools 
Melissa Hawker, Learning Officer, has developed a new schools day in 
association with Thetford’s new Dad’s Army Museum.  Staff and volunteers from 
both museums were all involved in this event.  We are keen to work with the 
town’s independent museums and for the Thomas Paine weekend are offering 
assistance to the Charles Burrell Museum for their Bridge Building competition. 
 

 
5. 

 
 
The Ancient House is actively involved in the town’s Thomas Paine anniversary 
events.  This includes: an exhibition, costume workshop and animation project 
with our History Club. 
 



6. Tom Paine animation 
 
The History club is working on devising and scripting a short animation on the life 
of Thomas Paine using clay figures.  The finished animation will be shown in the 
Thetford Guildhall over the bicentenary weekend. 

7. 18th century underwear demonstrations.   
As part of the Paine weekend, the Museum will be staging some demonstrations 
of 18th century underwear led by expert staymaker, Ian Chipperfield.  This is a 
free drop in event on the 6th and 7th of June. 

8. Thetford’s Thomas Paine exhibition 
We are working on the production of 
an exhibition about Thomas Paine to 
open to the public on 6th June.   
 
The display will feature the loan of a 
portrait of Thomas Paine by Laurent 
Dabos (left) from the National Portrait 
Gallery,  the loan of a pair of silver 
maces from the Thetford Regalia and 
a specially made pair of stays (Paine 
was a corset maker in his youth).   We 
will also be displaying the painting of 
Justice that once hung in the Guildhall 
with 18th century images of the 
Guildhall and gallows (see below). 



9.  
 

 
 

18th century  sketches of Thetford’s gallows and Guildhall.  The rough justice of 
Paine’s youth is thought to have affected his later writings. 
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